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FLOYD  BENNETT  FIELD 
BROOKLYN,  NY 
(718)  338-3799 

Subway:  IRT  #2  (also  #5  at  rush 
hours)  to  Flatbush  Avenue.  Take 
Q35  bus  to  park    Ask  driver  to  let 
you  off  at  the  main  entrance. 

Bus:  Connect  with  Q35  Green 
Bus  Lines  on  Flatbush  Avenue  at 
the  corner  of  Nostrand.  Kings 
Highway.  Fillmore  Ave.  or  Avenue 
U  (Kings  Plaza).  Ask  the  driver  to 
let  you  off  at  the  main  entrance. 

Auto:  Belt  Parkway  to  Exit  1  IS; 
take  Flatbush  Avenue  south  to 
the  main  entrance 

JACOB  RMS  PARK/ 
FORT  TILDEN 
QUEENS,  NY 
(718)  318-4300 

Subway:  IRT  #2  (; 

Take 
Q'- 
IND  A  or  S  to  Rock: 

Bus:                         335  Green 
Bus  Lines  -                   Avenue  at 
the  corner  of  Nostrand.  Kings 

or  Avenue 
the]  r:dge. 

then  Q22  or  Q35  to  the  park 

Auto:  Belt  Parkway  to  Exit  1  IS. 
then  Flatbush  Avenue  south  across 
the  Marine  Parkway  Bridge  to  the 
park.  Alternate:  Woodhaven 
Boulevard  to  Cross  Bay  Boulevard 
then  west  on  Beach  Channel  Drive 
to  the  park. 

CANARSIE  PIER 
BROOKLYN,  NY 
(718)  763-2202 

Mass  transit:    BMT  L  subway  to 
Rockaway  Parkway,  then  transfer 
(free)  to  the  F342  bus  to  the 
entrance  of  the  pier. 

Auto:  Belt  Parkway  to  Exit  1 3. 
Rockaway  Parkway. 

JAMAICA  BAY 
WILDLIFE  REFUGE 
QUEENS,  NY 
(718)  318-4340 

Subway:  INI            3road  Ch ■:■ 

about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to 
the  Refuge  Visitor  Center 

Bus:  vjireen  bus  Line  \^Zl  irom 
Liberty  Avenue  (Queens)  or  1 16th 
Street  (Rockaway)  to  the  Refuge, 
or  the  Q53  Triboro  express  bus 
from  6 1  st  Street  &  Roosevelt 
Avenue  (Queens)  to  the  refuge. 

Auto:  Belt  Parkway  to  Exit  1 7. 
Cross  Bay  Boulevard.  Proceed 
south  on  Cross  Bay  Boulevard 
across  the  North  Channel  Bridge. 
The  refuge  visitor  center  is  about  1 
mile  past  the  bridge  at  the  traffic 
light. 

MILLER  FIELD 
STATEN  ISLAND,  NY 
(718)  351-6970 

GREAT  KILLS  PARK 
(718)  987-6790 

Train:  SIRT  at  Staten  Island  Ferry 
Terminal  to  New  Dorp  Station,  then 
S76  bus  to  Miller  Field. 

Train:  Not  available 

Bus:  S76  from  Staten  Island  Ferry 
Terminal  to  New  Dorp  Lane  and 
entrance  to  Miller  Field. 

Bus:  S78  from  Staten  Island  Ferry 
Terminal  or  the  S79  from  95th 
Street  at  4th  Avenue.  Brooklyn  to 
the  park  entrance. 

Auto:  Miller  Field  and  Great  Kills 
Park:  Verrazano  Narrows  Bridge 
from  Brooklyn  or  the  Goethals 
Bridge  from  New  Jersey  to  the 
Staten  Island  Expressway  (Rt.  278.) 
take  the  Hylan  Boulevard  exit. 
Proceed  south  on  Hylan  Boulevard 
and  turn  east  on  New  Dorp  Lane 
for  Miller  Field,  or  proceed  further 
south  on  Hylan  Boulevard  to  the 
Great  Kills  Park  entrance. 

FORT  WADSWORTH 
STATEN  ISLAND,  NY 
(718)  354-4500 

Train:  Not  available 

Bus:  S51  from  Staten  Island  Ferry 
Terminal  to  the  park  entrance  on 
Bay  Street. 

Auto:  Verrazano  Narrows  Bridge 
from  Brooklyn:  after  toll,  take  the 
Bay  Street  exit  to  the  park  entrance; 
or  Staten  Island  Expressway  (Rt. 
278)  east  to  the  Bay  Street  exit.  Turn 
left  at  the  light  and  follow  this  road 
to  Bay  Street  and  the  park  entrance. 

SANDY  HOOK 
NEW  JERSEY 
(732)  872-5970 

Train:  New  Jersey  Transit's  North 
Coast  Line  to  Red  Bank,  then 
NIT  M24  bus  to  Highlands. 
Telephone  NJT  at  (800)  772-2222 
(NJ  only)  or  (201)762-5100  for 
schedule  info. 

Bus:  N.J-New  Jersey  Transit  M24 
bus  stops  at  the  park  entrance. 
Telephone  NIT  at  (800)  772-2222 
(NI  only)  or  (201)  762-5100  for 
schedule  info. 

NY — Academy  Bus  Lines  from 
NYC.  to  Highlands,  NJ 
Telephone  (732)  291-1300  or 
(212)  564-8484  for  schedule  info. 

Auto:  Garden  State  Parkway  to 
Exit  117;  follow  Route  36  east  for 
1 2  miles  to  the  park  entrance. 

Boat:  From  Manhattan  to 
Highlands,  NJ:  Express  Navigation 
(800)  BOAT-RIDE  and  Prospect 
Fast  Ferry  (732)  872-1457 

FOR  EMERGENCIES  CONTACT: 

U.S.  Park  Police 

(718)  338-3988 

(Brooklyn,  Queens  and 

Staten  Island) 

NPS  Ranger  Station 

72  5900  (Sandy  Hook,  NJ) 
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Many  visitors  celebrate  the  arrival  of 
spring  by  returning  to  their  favorite 
Gateway  get-away  spots.   Topping  the 
list  are  well-known  sites  like  the  Riis 
Park  boardwalk,  Floyd  Bennett  Field 
and  the  Sandy  Hook  Lighthouse. 
Other  destinations  include  the  West  Pond  of  the  Jamaica 
Bay  Wildlife  Refuge  and  the  scenic  ovedook  at  Fort 
Wadsworth. 

However,  beyond  these  highly  visited  places.  Gateway 
offers  a  myriad  of  more  intimate,  but  egually  beautiful 
locations.   Often,  a  short  walk  off  the  beaten  path  will  lead 
to  secluded  spots  that  surprise  and  delight.  Visitors  come 
to  these  out-of-the-way  retreats  for  a  more  personal  park 
experience  where  they  may  commune  one-on-one  with 
nature. 

At  Fort  Wadsworth  there  are  wonderfully  secluded 
locales  like  Battery  Hudson  nestled  on  the  Staten  Island 
shore  near  the  Verrazano  Narrows  Bridge.   There,  sitting 
on  the  remains  of  a  gun  battery  designed  by  Robert  E. 
Lee,  one  can  take  in  the  ocean  views  of  Hoffman  and 
Swinburne  Islands,  Coney  Island  and  the  Brooklyn  shore. 
The  Atlantic  shoreline  is  a  nearly  inescapable  feature 
of  Gateway.  Its  50  plus  miles  of  nearly  undeveloped  coast- 
line provide  pristine  swimming  beaches  and  some  of  the 
most  spectacular  seaside  views  in  the  region.   The  best  of 
these  may  be  the  tip  of  the  six-mile  long  Sandy  Hook 


Peninsula.   Only  a  short  walk  from  the  Fort  Hancock 
parade  ground,  the  "Tip"  boasts  an  almost  endless  water- 
front panorama  stretching  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  all  the 
way  to  Manhattan. 

Those  with  something  less  expansive  in  mind  might 
enjoy  the  solitude  of  a  deserted  nineteenth  century  mortar 
battery  located  just  a  few  steps  away  from  the  Sandy  Hook 
Lighthouse.  Visitors  in  the  Brooklyn/ Queens  area  seeking 
privacy  can  escape  the  crowds  on  the  serene,  less  beaten 
paths  of  the  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge's  East  Pond  area. 
Other  tranquil  park  trails  can  be  found  minutes  from 
Floyd  Bennett  Field's  Hangar  Row  in  the  North  Forty,  a 
maze  of  upland  trails  lush  with  birds  and  brush. 

There  are  hundreds  of  special  spots  like  these  scat- 
tered throughout  Gateway's  26,000  acres.   Each  attracts 
people  with  its  own  individual  charm  and  beauty.  All  it 
takes  to  find  them  is  a  map  (available  at  all  the  visitor  con- 
tact points)  and  an  adventurous  spirit.   The  next  time  you 
head  to  Gateway,  explore  some  of  these  sites  or  strike  out 
on  your  own  and  find  that  special  spot  everyone  else 
seems  to  be  passing  up. 


Kevin  C.  Buckley 
General  Superintendent 


THE  FATHER  OF  GATEWAY 


Roger  Scott 


Gateway  National  Recreation 
Area  General 
Superintendent  Kevin 
Buckley  has  announced  that  the 
park's  first  superintendent,  Joseph 
Antosca,  passed  away  last  fall. 
"Joe  Antosca  was  the  father  of 


Gateway,"  Buckley  said.   "It  was 
under  his  leadership  that  the  park 
came  into  being  and  the  roots  of  his 
influence  are  still  evident  today." 

In  1972  Antosca,  wno  had  been 
serving  as  the  superintendent  of  the 
Wolf  Trap  Farm  in  Virginia,  was 


riH 


In  1974,  Antosca  (left)  dedicated  Sandy  Hook's  Guardian  Park,  commemorating 
the  end  of  the  military's  200-year  history  of  harbor  defense  in  New  York. 


reassigned  by  National  Park 
Service  Director  George  Hartzog  to 
oversee  the  opening  and  staffing  of 
the  new  park. 

Antosca  undertook  the  difficult  task 
of  forging  America's  first  urban 
national  park  by  working  with  officials 
from  New  York  City  and  the  states  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  along  with 
private  citizens  who  served  on  the 
Gateway  Advisory  Commission. 
Together  this  diverse  group  succeed- 
ed in  bringing  the  national  park 
experience  to  the  metropolitan  area; 
many  of  these  partnerships  have 
continued  to  this  day. 

"It  is  ironic,  but  fitting  to  note  that 
he  died  on  October  27,  the  same 
date  as  the  anniversary  of  Gateway's 
birth,"  said  Buckley.    "He  will  be 
missed  by  all  of  Gateway's  friends 
and  partners." 


Cover  photo:  View  of  the  North  Garden 
at  the  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge. 
Photo  by  Brian  Feeney. 


NEW     YORK 


THE  JAMAICA  BAY  UNIT 

contains  the  Brooklyn  and 
Queens  elements  of  the 
Gateway  National  Recreation 
Area.    Divided  into  three  dis- 
tinct areas,  it  includes  an  his- 
toric airport,  a  beach  recreation 
area,  a  former  military  site,  a 
wildlife  refuge  and  an  historic 
pier.  Each  of  these  sites  offers  a 
variety  of  recreational  activities. 
Tennis,  golf,  boating  and  horse- 
back riding  opportunities  are 
also  offered  by  authorized  con- 
cessionaires. 

FLOYD  BENNETT  FIELD  was 

New  York  City's  first  municipal 
airport  where  many  aviation 
records  were  set  in  the  1930's. 
It  became  a  naval  air  station  in 
1941  and  was  decommissioned 
in  1972. 

The  site  contains  historic 
Hangar  Row,  the  North  40 
Nature  Trail  and  miles  of  open 
runways  for  cycling  or  in-line 
skating.  Festivals,  outdoor  con- 
certs and  other  special  events 
are  held  in  the  Hangar  Row 
area.  The  Ryan  Visitor  Center  is 
located  on  Hangar  Row. 

CANARSIE  PIER,  built  in  the 
1920's  to  lure  commercial  devel- 
opment to  Jamaica  Bay,  is  open 
daily  and  offers  areas  for  fishing 
and  picnicking,  as  well  as  a  chil- 
dren's playground.  Restrooms,  a 
full  service,  year-round  restau- 
rant, and  a  seasonal  snack  stand 
are  also  available. 

DEAD  HORSE  BAY,  located  on 
Flatbush  Avenue  across  from 
Floyd  Bennett  Field,  is  another 
place  where  you  can  go  for  a 
walk  along  a  nature  trail  or 
enjoy  a  popular  fishing  area. 


JAMAICA  BAY  WILDLIFE 
REFUGE  is  internationally 
renowned  as  a  prime  birding 
spot  where  thousands  of  water, 
land  and  shorebirds  stop  each 
year  during  migration.   Visitors 
can  explore  the  diverse  habitats 
of  the  refuge  by  hiking  through 
its  extensive  trail  system.   A 
parking  area, restrooms  and 
bookstore  are  located  at  the 
visitor  center. 

JACOB  RIIS  PARK  is  a  popular 
beach  recreation  area  that  fea- 
tures a  guarded  swimming  area, 
food  services  and  restrooms. 
The  famous  bathhouse,  board- 
walk and  outdoor  clock  have 
been  New  York  City  landmarks 
since  the  1930s. 

FORT  TILDEN,  a  317  acre  for 
mer  U.S.  Army  base,  was  part  of 
the  harbor  defense  system  of 
New  York  until  the  1970s. 
Visitors  can  hike  through  the 
back-fort  area  to  explore  nature 
trails  and  remnants  of  the  mili- 
tary era,  participate  in  orga- 
nized athletics  or  attend  special 
events. 

The  beaches  along  Fort 
Tilden  contain  one  of  the  last 
natural  dune  systems  in  New  York 
City.  Although  swimming  is  not 
permitted  in  this  area,  it  remains 
a  popular  spot  for  fishing. 

THE  BREEZY  POINT  TIP  is  locat- 
ed at  the  western  portion  of  the 
peninsula  where  the  National 
Park  Service  manages  nesting 
colonies  of  various  endangered 
or  threatened  species  of  birds. 
To  protect  these  birds  parts  of 
the  tip  are  subject  to  closure. 
Recreation  in  this  area  is  limited 
to  fishing. 


MARCH 


CANARSIE  PIER  CLEAN-UP 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  March  6  at  10  a.m. 

Let's  clean-up  the  pier.   Bring  gloves 
and  a  bag  lunch. 

PROTECT  THE  PIPING  PLOVER 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  March  7  at  9:30  a.m. 

Hands-on  fieldwork  to  protect  the  habitat 
of  the  piping  plover.   Wear  sturdy  shoes, 
dress  in  warm  work  clothes  and  bring  a 
bag  lunch.   Registration  reguired. 


PLANNING  YOUR  GARDEN  C^"i 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  March  7  at  1  p.m. 

Planning  ahead  for  this  year's  garden. 


FOR   RESERVATIONS   AND   ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

Floyd  Bennett  Field  -  (718)  338-3799 

Fort  Tilden-  (718)  318-4300 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge  -  (718)  318-4340 

Canarsie  Pier  -  (718)  763-2202 


LATE  WINTER  BIRDING 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  March  13  at  10  a.m. 

Identify  the  birds  of  winter  before  they 
head  north.   Bring  binoculars. 
Reservations  reguired. 

HISTORY  WALK 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  March  13  at  10  a.m. 

Why  the  pier  was  built  and  how  it 
evolved  over  the  last  six  decades. 

NATURE  OF  THE  REFUGE 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Saturday,  March  13  at  1  p.m 

The  plants,  animals  and  history  of  New 
York  City's  premier  wildlife  refuge.   Bring 
binoculars.   Reservations  reguired. 

PROTECT  THE  PIPING  PLOVER 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  March  14  at  9:30  a.m. 

Hands-on  fieldwork  to  protect  the  habitat 
of  the  piping  plover.  Wear  sturdy  shoes, 
dress  in  warm  work  clothes  and  bring  a 
bag  lunch.   Registration  reguired. 

PLUM  BEACH  CLEAN-UP 

Plum  Beach  parking  lot 
Saturday  March  20  at  10  a.m. 

Help  clean  our  shorelines.   Bring  work 
gloves  and  a  bag  lunch. 


LATE  WINTER  HIKE 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  March  20  at  11  a.m. 

A  brisk  winter  hike  on  the  last  day  of 
the  season.   Bring  a  bag  lunch. 

SPRING  BREAK 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  March  21  at  1  p.m. 

The  first  official  day  of  spring  on  a 
guided  walk  of  the  refuge  trails.    Bring 
binoculars.    Reservations  reguired. 

UNDERGROUND  VEGETABLES 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  March  21  at  1  p.m. 

How  to  grow  potatoes,  onions,  beets 
and  more. 

THE  NAVAL  AIR  STATION 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  March  27  at  11  a.m. 

The  history  of  the  busiest  U.S.  naval  air 
station  during  World  War  II. 

SPRING  SEASHELLS 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  March  27  at  1  p.m 

Local  seashells  on  a  spring  shore 
walk.    Reservations  reguired. 

SHORE  CLEAN-UP 

Jamaica  Bay  Riding 
Academy  parking  lot 
(Eastbound  Belt  Parkway 
between  exits  11  &  13) 
Sunday,  March  28  at  10  a.m. 
Help  clean  Bergen  Beach  and  the 
shoreline  of  Jamaica  Bay.    Bring  gloves 
and  a  bag  lunch. 
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BLUE  MOON  MARCH 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Wednesday,  March  31  at  5:45  p.m. 

Mudbats  and  peepers  from  sunset  to 
moonrise.    Bring  binoculars. 
Reservations  reguired. 


APRIL 


ARBOR  DAY  CELEBRATION 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  3  at  10  a.m. 

Plant  trees  and  enjoy  an  early  spring 
walk.    Reservations  required.    Bring 
binoculars. 


PLUM  BEACH  CLEAN-UP 

Plum  Beach 

(Eastbound  Belt  Parkway 
between  exits  9  &  11) 
Saturday,  April  3  at  10  a.m. 

Help  clean  our  shorelines.    Bring 
gloves  and  a  bag  lunch. 

MIGRATION  FOR  BEGINNERS 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Saturday,  April  10  at  10  a.m. 

The  beginning  of  the  spring  migration 
for  you  and  the  birds!    Learn  the  hows 
and  whys.    Bring  binoculars. 
Reservations  reguired 


PHOTO  EXHIBIT 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  April  10  at  10  a.m. 

Canarsie  Pier  from  its  construction  in 
the  1920's  to  its  inclusion  in  the 
Gateway  National  Recreation  Area. 

CANARSIE  PIER  CLEAN-UP 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday  April  10  at  10  a.m. 

Lend  a  hand  cleaning  trails  and  the 
shoreline.    Bring  work  gloves. 

JAMAICA  BAY  SHORE  WALK 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  10  at  11  a.m. 

The  shoreline's  history  from  Dead 
Horse  Bay  to  Mill  Basin.    Bring  a  bag 
lunch. 


FLYING  KITES 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  10  at  1  p.m. 

Create  and  fly  your  own  kite. 
Reservations  required. 


TAKE  PRIDE  IN 
BREEZY  POINT  DAY 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  April  1 1  from 
10  a.m.-  4:30  p.m. 

Spruce  up  park  areas  by  painting, 
pruning  and  posting.    Bring  lunch  and 
wear  work  clothes.   Call  in  advance  to 
sign-up  for  specific  projects. 

A  PRODUCTIVE  GARDEN 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  April  1 1  at  1  p.m.      —— 

Tips  on  getting  the  most  out  of 
your  garden. 


EARLY  COASTAL  DEFENSE 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  17  at  11  a.m. 

The  history  of  coastal  defense  from 
colonial  times  to  the  War  of  1812. 

SPRING  GREENS 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  April  18  at  1  p.m. 

Pussy  willows,  periwinkles  and  other 
plant  signs  of  spring  along  the  refuge 
trails.    Reservations  required. 

FACTS  ABOUT  RECYCLING 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  April  18  at  3  p.m. 

Learn  what  really  happens  when  you 
recycle.    Reservations  required. 

NATURE  WALK 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  April  24  at  10  a.m. 

The  hidden  nature  of  the  Canarsie 
Pier  trails. 


NATIONAL  PARK 
WEEK  CLEAN-UP 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Saturday,  April  24  at  10  a.m. 

Celebrate  National  Park  Week  and 
Earth  Day  in  this  volunteer  beach 
clean-up.   Wear  sturdy  boots. 
Reservations  required. 

NATIONAL  PARK  WEEK 
CELEBRATION 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  24  at  1  p.m. 

Learn  about  our  national  parks  and 
enjoy  a  walk  at  your  local  park  site. 
Reservations  required. 

SPRING  MIGRATION  WALK 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  April  25  at  10  a.m. 

Northbound  songbirds  touch  down  in 
the  woodlands  of  the  Jamaica  Bay 
Wildlife  Refuge.    Bring  binoculars. 
Reservations  reguired. 
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THE  SALAD  GARDEN 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  April  25  at  1  p.m. 

Helpful  information  on  growing 
fresh,  tasty  salads. 


M 


MAY 


WOODCOCK  COURTSHIP 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  1  at  7  p.m. 

The  spectacular  courtship  flight  of  the 
American  Woodcock.   Bring  binocu- 
lars.  Reservations  required. 


CANARSIE  PIER  CLEAN-UP 

Canarsie  Pier 

Sunday,  May  2  at  10  a.m. 

Help  clean  the  pier.   Bring  gloves 
and  a  bag  lunch. 


JOHN'S  GARDEN  PLAN 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 

Ryan  Visitor  Center 

Sunday,  May  2  at  1  p.m 

A  workshop  on  garden  productivity 

given  by  master  gardener  John 

Theofelakos. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CANARSIE 
AND  LENAPE  INDIANS 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  May  8  at  10  a.m. 

A  journey  back  in  time  to  discover  the 
Canarsie  and  Lenape  Indians. 

JAMAICA  BAY  HISTORY  WALK 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  May  9  at  1 1  a.m. 

A  history  of  Jamaica  Bay  as  seen  from 
the  shores  of  the  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge.  Reservations  required. 

WARBLER  WATCH 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  15  at  10  a.m. 

View  the  dazzling  colors  and  energetic 
habits  of  migrating  warblers  and  song- 
birds   Bring  binoculars.   Reservations 


AVIATION  IN  THE  20'S  AND  30'S 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  15  at  11  a.m. 

The  glory  days  of  aviation  at  Barren 
Island  and  Floyd  Bennett  Field. 

WARBLER  WATCH 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  May  16  at  10  a.m. 

Birding  at  its  best  as  northbound  song- 
birds touch  down  in  the  refuge  wood- 
lands.   Bring  binoculars    Reservations 
required. 


19TH  CENTURY  COASTAL 
DEFENSE  ^5M 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  May  16  at  11  a.m. 

The  history  of  coastal  defense  from  the 
War  of  1812  through  the  Civil  War. 

INSECTS  AND  BUTTERFLY 
GARDENS 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  May  16  at  1  p.m. 

Tips  on  controlling  insects  and 
attracting  butterflies. 

PLUM  BEACH  CLEAN-UP    Y^p 

(Eastbound  Belt  Parkway 
between  exits  9  &  11) 
Saturday,  May  22  at  10  a.m. 

Help  clean  our  shorelines.    Bring 
gloves  and  a  bag  lunch. 

JUNIOR  RANGERS: 
BEACH  EXPLORERS 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  22  at  1  p.m. 

Children  7-12  patrol  the  beach 
and  learn  about  this  protected  habitat. 
Reservations  and  adult  supervision 
required. 

PEEK  AT  A  PLOVER 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  May  23  at  10  a.m 

A  glimpse  at  the  piping  plover  on  its 
breeding  grounds.    Bring  binoculars. 
Reservations  required. 


WILDFLOWER  WALK 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  May  23  at  1  p.m. 

The  lives  and  lore  of  New  York  City's 
spring  wildflowers.   Reservations 
required. 
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SUMMER  VEGETABLES 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Sunday  May  23  at  1  p.m. 

A  workshop  on  growing  tomatoes, 
peppers,  cucumbers,  eggplant 
and  squash. 

CANARSIE  PHOTO  EXHIBIT 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  May  29  at  10  a.m. 

Photos  covering  fifty  years  of  the  area's 
history  including  the  1920's  Golden 
City  Amusement  Park. 


BEACH  CLEAN-UP  <ft> 

Canarsie  Pier 

Saturday,  May  29  at  10  a.m.      iLl 

Help  clean  our  shoreline.   Bring 
gloves  and  a  bag  lunch. 

SUNSET  WALK  AND  CAMPFIRE 

Fort  Tilden  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  29  at  6:30  p.m. 

Enjoy  an  evening  stroll  then 
watch  the  sun  set  by  a  campfire 
Reservations  required. 
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FLOWER  MOON  PROWL 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 
Sunday,  May  30  at  7:30  p.m. 

A  Jamaica  Bay  sunset,  a  May  moon 
rise  and  the  natural  events  in  between. 
Bring  binoculars.   Reservations 
required. 


SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 


NATIONAL  TRAILS  DAY 

Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Ryan  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  June  5,  Noon  -  2  p.m. 

Exhibits,  entertainment  and  a  ribbon- 
cutting  ceremony  for  the  Brooklyn 
Historic  Quest  Trail. 


National 

Trails  Day 


JUNIOR  RANGERS: 
SUMMER  EXPLORERS 

Monday  through  Thursday, 
June  28  -  July  15 
from  9  a.m.  -  12  noon 
Location:  Fort  Tilden,  Floyd 
Bennett  Field  and  Canarsie  Pier 
This  special  summer  program, 
available  to  children  ages  8-10,  will 
give  participants  the  chance  to  work 
with  park  rangers  on  environmental 
education  projects  and  experiments. 
Call  (718)  318-4300  for  an  application 
and  a  brochure. 


New  York's  Refuge 


The  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge  is 
a  study  in  contradictions.   It  sits  in 
the  middle  of  one  of  the  busiest 
and  most  congested  cities  in  the  world, 
yet  it  is  a  vital  and  necessary  habitat  for 
hundreds  of  species  of  birds  and  other 
animals.   It  is  located  in  Jamaica  Bay 
but  is  accessible  by  car  and  train. 
While  the  wildlife  may  enjoy  this  "natur- 
al" area,  it  is  predominately  man  made. 

The  wildlife  refuge  had  a  rough 
birth,  which  may  explain  some  of  these 
contradictions.   In  the  early  1900's  a 
plan  was  proposed  to  turn 
the  bay  into  an  industrial 
port  and  shipping  terminal. 
In  the  1930's.  the 
Department  of  Works  wanted 
to  use  the  area  as  a  garbage 
dump.   Thankfully,  at  this 
same  time,  the  New  York  City 
Parks  Department  was  inter- 
ested in  converting  the  area 
into  a  park.   The  persuasive 
arguments  of  Robert  Moses, 
then  the  New  York  City  Parks 
Commissioner,  saved 
Jamaica  Bay.   While  Robert 
Moses  may  not  have  origi- 
nally envisioned  a  wildlife 
sanctuary,  he  did  foresee  an 
area  for  boating,  fishing, 
picnicking,  and  other 
recreational  activities. 

To  convert  the  bay  into  the  "sports 
paradise"  anticipated  by  Robert  Moses, 
much  had  to  be  done  to  the  bay  and  its 
islands.   Many  of  the  islands  were 
under  water  during  high  tide,  others 
had  large  rat  populations  and  there 
were  also  pollution  problems  in  the  bay. 
The  rat  population  was  significantly 
reduced,  the  islands  were  built  up 
through  dredging  and  over  the  years 
pollution  has  been  controlled. 
However,  it  was  the  dredging;  done  at 
no  cost  to  the  Parks  Department  that 
indirectly  created  the  wildlife  refuge. 

When  the  Transit  Authority  wanted 
to  replace  a  local  spur  of  the  Long 
Island  Rail  Road,  they  needed  to 
dredge  material  from  the  bottom  of  the 
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bay  and  use  the  fill  to  provide  a  bed  for 
the  tracks.  Robert  Moses,  in  another 
example  of  his  ability  to  use  his  power 
as  the  Parks  Commissioner,  gave  the 
Transit  Authority  permission  as  long  as 
they  agreed  to  dredge  an  extra  six  mil- 
lion cubic  yards  of  fill  to  be  used  by  the 
Parks  Department  to  help  create  the 
refuge.   This  fill  created  a  series  of  dikes 
that  impounded  fresh  water.   Two  ponds 
were  created  this  way  (East  and  West 
Ponds)  and  the  framework  for  the  refuge 
was  established. 


Herbert  Johnson,  the  refuge's  first  manager,  escorting  city  school 
children  along  the  West  Pond  Trai'  in  the  1960's. 


Herbert  Johnson,  a  turf  manage- 
ment specialist  for  the  Parks 
Department,  was  appointed  the  first 
manager  of  the  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge  in  1953.    It  was  he,  more  than 
anyone,  who  set  the  initial  course  for 
what  the  refuge  has  become  today.   A 
good  deal  of  his  success  came  by  fol- 
lowing the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  the 
study  of  plant  sciences. 

His  horticulture  background  was 
invaluable  in  determining  what  types 
of  plants  birds  desire  in  conjunction 
with  what  would  grow  in  the  area.    He 
planned  his  extensive  plantings  to 
attract  many  different  species  of  birds 
by  providing  plants  that  would  furnish 
food,  cover  and  nesting  areas. 

When  he  began  his  job  his  aviary 


knowledge  was  slight.    However,  over 
the  years  Herbert  Johnson  worked  and 
lived  at  the  refuge,  he  learned  a  great 
deal  about  birds  and  their  environ- 
ment.   He  made  a  point  to  encourage 
school  children  that  visited  the  refuge 
to  become  involved  in  bird  watching 
and  often  took  time  from  his  regular 
duties  to  escort  them  around  the 
grounds. 

When  the  refuge  became  part  of 
Gateway  National  Recreation  Area  in 
1972,  it  became  the  only  wildlife 

refuge  in  the  National 
Park  System.    This  put  the 
Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge  in  a  unique  situa- 
tion.  While  many  wildlife 
refuges  manipulate  the 
environment  to  make  it 
more  attractive  to  differ- 
ent species  of  animals, 
few  National  Parks  alter 
or  manipulate  natural 
conditions.    On  the  other 
hand.  National  Parks 
interpret  the  surrounding 
environment,  while  many 
wildlife  refuges  do  not. 
The  refuge  attracts 
many  different  visitors. 
They  range  from  regular 
daily  and  weekly  visitors 
to  local  groups  who  come  annually 
Many  dedicated  American  and  over- 
seas "birders"    make  a  special  pilgrim- 
age to  the  refuge.    In  fact,  some  inter- 
national visitors  actually  squeeze  in  a 
quick  trip  to  the  refuge  during  long 
layovers  at  nearby  Kennedy  Airport. 

Visitors  primarily  come  to  see  the 
more  than  325  species  of  birds  that 
live  in  or  visit  the  refuge.    However, 
the  hundreds  of  species  of  amphib- 
ians, reptiles,  butterflies,  and  insects 
are  also  an  attraction.  So  the  next  time 
you  feel  a  desire  to  immerse  yourself 
in  nature,  remember  that  you  don't 
have  to  travel  farther  than  your  own 
backyard. 


NEW     YORK 


MARCH 


THE  STATEN  ISLAND  UNIT 

of  Gateway  extends  along  the 
south  shore  of  the  island  and 
includes  Fort  Wadsworth,  Miller 
Field,  Great  Kills  Park,  Hoffman 
and  Swinburne  Islands.    Within 
the  unit  visitors  find  opportuni- 
ties to  explore  historic  military 
fortifications,  participate  in  orga- 
nized athletics  and  seek  recre- 
ation and  educational  activities 
through  ranger-led  programs  or 
on  their  own. 

Natural  habitats  include 
shoreline  and  dunes,  uplands  of 
grasses,  shrubs  and  small  trees, 
fresh  water  wetlands,  and  a 
locally  unique  swamp  white 
oak  forest. 

FORT  WADSWORTH  is  one  of 
the  oldest  military  installations 
in  the  United  States.   First  used 
during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
the  fort  was  a  key  component  of 
the  New  York  Harbor  defense 
system  until  the  early  1960's. 
Fort  Wadsworth  became  a 
National  Park  site  in  1995. 

Visitors  who  wish  to  explore 
the  site  can  view  exhibits  and  an 
introductory  video  in  the  visitor 
center,  then  walk  along  a  1.5 
mile  trail  that  introduces  the 
major  fortifications  of  the  site. 

A  bookstore  and  restrooms 
are  available  at  the  Visitor 
Center. 

The  Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor 
Center  is  open  to  the  general 
public  Wednesday  through 
Sunday  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
5:00  p.m. 

Two  of  the  most  impressive 
fortifications,  Fort  Tompkins  and 
Battery  Weed,  are  open  for 
ranger-led  tours  at  10:30  a.m. 


and  2:30  p.m.,  Saturday  and 
Sunday;  2:30  p.m.  Wednesday  - 
Friday.   Reservations  for  these 
tours,  as  well  as  arrangements 
for  organized  groups,  can  be 
made  by  calling  (718)  354-4500. 

MILLER  FIELD,  a  former  U.S. 
Army  base,  contains  two  post 
World  War  I  military  aircraft 
hangars,  64  acres  of  athletic 
fields,  picnic  areas,  a  community 
garden  and  a  swamp  white 
oak  forest. 

GREAT  KILLS  PARK  has  a  sea 

sonal,  guarded  swimming  beach, 
a  marina,  athletic  fields,  a  public 
boat  ramp,  nature  trails,  a  model 
airplane  field,  a  fishing  area,  and 
miles  of  trails  for  jogging  and 
walking. 

HOFFMAN  AND  SWINBURNE 
ISLANDS  were  constructed  in 
1872  to  serve  as  a  quarantine 
station  and  crematorium  for 
immigrants  entering  the  United 
States.  Under  the  administration 
of  the  National  Park  Service  since 
1974,  these  islands  have  become 
nesting  sanctuaries  for  many 
native  bird  species.  The  islands 
are  not  open  to  the  public. 

PERMIT  INFORMATION 

Permits  are  required  for  athletic 
field  use,  access  to  Crooke's  Point 
for  fishing  and  nature  study, 
access  to  fishing  areas  during 
off-hours,  parking  in  the  boat 
launch  lot,  picnics,  and  commu- 
nity gardening.  Permits  are 
issued  at  Miller  Field,  Great  Kills 
and  Fort  Wadsworth.  There  is  a 
$25  fee  for  all  permits. 
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FOR  RESERVATIONS  AND  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

Fort  Wadsworth  -  (718)  354-4500 
Miller  Field  -  (718)  351-6970 
Great  K   Is  Park-  (718)  987-6790 


LANTERN  TOUR  OF  FORT     Q^ 
WADSWORTH 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  March  6  at  7  p.m. 

An  evening  walk  (weather  permitting) 
to  explore  the  historic  sites  of  the  fort. 
Bring  a  flashlight.  Reservations 
required. 
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ASTRONOMY  NIGHT 

Great  Kills  Model 
Airplane  Field 
Saturday,  March  20  at 
7:30  p.m 

join  the  Amateur  Astronomers 
Association  for  a  tour  of  the  evening 
sky.    Telescopes  will  be  available  or 
you  can  bring  your  own.  For  more 
information  call  (7 18)  984-1927. 

A  VIEW  FROM  THE  TOP 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  March  21  at  10:30  a.m. 
and  2:30  p.m. 

A  tour  of  Battery  Weed  and  its  top  tier 
for  a  special  view  of  New  York 
Harbor.    Reservations  required. 
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LOVE  IS  IN  THE  AIR 

Great  Kills  Ranger  Station 
Saturday,  March  27  at  11  a.m. 

Explore  the  habitats  of  Great  Kills 
Park  to  discover  the  secrets  of  animal 
courtship.  Bring  binoculars. 

KITES  TO  MAKE  AND  FLY 

Miller  Field  Ranger  Station 
Sunday,  March  28  at  1  p.m. 

Make  your  own  kite  and  launch  it  on 
historic  Miller  Field.  All  materials  will 
be  provided  to  build  a  kite. 
Reservations  required. 


APRIL 


PLANTING  DAY 

Great  Kills  Beach  Center 
Saturday,  April  3  at  1 1  a.m. 

Volunteer  and  work  with  National 
Park  Service  staff  to  help  restore  a 
habitat  in  Great  Kills  Park.  Work 
gloves,  tools  and  refreshments  will  be 
provided. 

LANTERN  TOUR  OF  FORT 
WADSWORTH 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Friday,  April  9  at  7  p.m. 

An  evening  walk  to  explore  the  his- 
toric sites  of  the  fort  (weather  permit- 
ting.)   Bring  a  flashlight.  Reservations 
required. 

MILLER  FIELD  HISTORY  WALK 

Miller  Field  Ranger  Station 
Saturday,  April  10  at  10  a.m. 

A  tour  of  historic  Miller  Field  to  see 
what  archaeologists  have  recently 
discovered. 


SECRET  PLACES  OF 
STATEN  ISLAND 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  April  11  at  11  a.m. 

Author  Bruce  Kirshner  will  highlight 
the  little  known  treasures  of  Staten 
Island  as  discussed  in  his  book. 
Secret  Places  of  Staten  Island.   A 
hike  of  Fort  Wadsworth  will  follow. 

ORGANIC  GARDENING 
WORKSHOP 

Miller  Field  Community  Garden 
Saturday,  April  17  at  1:30  p.m. 

John  Ameroso  of  Cornell  University 
will  conduct  a  program  on  organic 
gardening. 
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ASTRONOMY  NIGHT 

Great  Kills  Park, 
Model  Airplane  Field 
Saturday,  April  17  at  7:30  p.m 

Join  the  Amateur  Astronomers 
Association  for  a  tour  of  the  evening 
sky.    Telescopes  will  be  available  or 
you  can  bring  your  own.  For  more 
information  call  (718)  984-1927. 


NATIONAL  PARK  WEEK  / 
MARCH  FOR  PARKS 

Miller  Field  Ranger  Station 
Sunday,  April  18 
at  10:30  a.m. 

See  the 
special  events 
listing. 


EARTH  DAY 

Richmondtown  Library 
Thursday,  April  22  from 
4:00-5:00  p.m 

An  after-school  program  for 
children  ages  8-11.  Discover  how 
you  can  become  an  earth  steward 
and  protect  your  national  parks. 
Call  (718)  668-0414  to  register. 

A  VIEW  FROM  THE  TOP 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  24  at  10:30  a.m. 
and  2:30  p.m. 

A  tour  of  Battery  Weed  and  its  top  tier 
for  a  special  view  of  New  York 
Harbor.    Reservations  required. 

VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION  DAY 

Great  Kills  Beach  Center 
Saturday,  April  24  from  12-  3p.m. 

Come  to  Great  Kills  Park  to  meet  the 
Volunteers-in-Park  (VIP)  staff  and 
learn  how  to  participate  in  the  volun- 
teer program. 


ARBOR  DAY 

Great  Kills  Beach  Center 
Sunday,  April  25  at  11  a.m. 

Join  Arbor  Day  activities  by  helping 
to  remove  the  non-native,  invasive 
vines  that  pose  a  danger  to  local 
trees.    Refreshments,  tools  and  gloves 
will  be  provided. 
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MOONLIGHT  OVER 
MILLER  FIELD 

Miller  Field  Memorial  Circle 
Friday,  April  30  at  7:30  p.m. 

A  relaxing  nature  walk  under  a  full 
moon  on  the  Miller  Field  Beach. 
Bring  a  flashlight. 


MAY 


TERRARIUM  WORKSHOP 

Miller  Field  Ranger  Station 
Saturday,  May  1  at  10  a.m. 

Build  a  terrarium  for  your  home. 
Bring  a  large-mouthed,  gallon-sized 
jar;  all  other  materials  will  be  provid- 
ed. Reservations  required. 

BIRD  WALK 

Great  Kills  Beach  Center 
Sunday,  May  2  at  1  p.m. 

Bird  sightings  that  may  include 
warblers,  herons,  egrets,  and  other 
spring  migrants.  Bring  binoculars 
and  a  field  guide. 

LANTERN  TOUR  OF  FORT  : 
WADSWORTH 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  May  9  at  7  p.m. 

An  evening  walk  to  explore  the  his- 
toric sites  of  the  fort.  Bring  a  flash- 
light. Reservations  required. 

THE  VANDERBILTS  AND 
MILLER  FIELD 

Miller  Field  Ranger  Station 
Saturday,  May  22  at  10  a.m. 

Celebrate  the  upcoming  birthday  of 
Staten  Island's  famous  son,  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt.  Learn  more  about  this 
wealthy  family  and  its  connection  to 
Miller  Field. 

COMPOSTING  WORKSHOP 

Miller  Field  Community  Garden 
Sunday,  May  23  at  10  a.m 

Maya  Coladonato  of  the  Staten  Island 
Botanical  Garden  will  present  an 
overview  of  composting  techniques. 

A  VIEW  FROM  THE  TOP 

Fort  Wadsworth  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  29  at  10:30  a.m. 
and  2:30  p.m 

A  tour  of  Battery  Weed  and  its  top  tier 
for  a  special  view  of  New  York 
Harbor.    Reservations  required. 


SCHOOL  BREAK 
PROGRAMS 

Children  ages  7  and  older  can 
join  National  Park  rangers  for 
these  creative  workshops.   All 
programs  are  free  and  meet  at 
the  Miller  Field  Ranger  Station. 
Reservations  required. 

ALMOST  FABERGE 

Thursday.  April  1  at  10  a.m. 
Create  your  own  decorated 
eggs  using  various  materials. 
All  materials  will  be  provided. 

WIND  CHIME  WORKSHOP 

Tuesday,  April  6  at  10  a.m 

Use  nature's  materials  to  create 
and  decorate  wind  chimes. 
All  materials  will  be  supplied. 

ORIENTEERING  AND 
MAP  READING 

Wednesday,  April  7 
at  10  a.m. 

Learn  to  use  a  compass  and 
read  maps  while  getting  some 
great  exercise. 


SECRET  PLACES  OF 
STATEN  ISLAND 

A  comprehensive  guide  for  the 

exploration  of  the  historic  and 

natural  treasures  of  Staten  Island, 

available  at  the  Fort  Wadsworth 

Eastern  National  Bookstore. 

Meet  the  author  at  a  book  signing  on 

Sunday,  April  1 1  at  1 1  a.m.  at  the  Fort 

Wadsworth  Visitor  Center. 


VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES 

Do  you  have  a  few  extra  hours  each  month? 

The  Staten  Island  Unit  of  Gateway  is  looking  for 

volunteers  to  help  out  in  the  following  areas: 

Visitor  Center  Operations 

Natural  Resource  Management 

Recreation  Programs 

Tour  Leaders 

Historic  Reenactors 

Library  Assistants 

For  more  information  contact: 

Volunteers-in-Parks 
National  Park  Service,  210  New  York  Avenue,  Staten  Island,  NY  10305 

(718)354-4500 


SPECIAL  EVENTS 


NATIONAL  PARK  WEEK  / 
MARCH  FOR  PARKS 

Miller  Field  Ranger  Station 

Sunday,  April  18  at  10:30  a.m. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  marchers 
across  the  nation  will  celebrate 
National  Park  Week  by  raising 
awareness  of  our  national  parks. 
Join  us  for  a  10-mile  shoreline 
hike  of  Staten  Island  from  Miller 
Field  to  the  St.  George  Ferry 
Terminal.  For  a  shorter  hike,  start 
at  Fort  Wadsworth  at  approximate- 
ly 12:30  p.m.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  (212)  352-9330. 


STARRY,  STARRY  FLIGHT 

Saturday,  May  15  at  the 
following  locations: 
Staten  Island  Zoo  at  6:30  p.m. 
and  Great  Kills  Park  Model 
Airplane  Field  at  8:30  p.m. 
Join  staff  from  the^atiQamPark 


Service,  th 
the  Amate 
Association 
the  birds 


Zoo  and 


oration  of 

lithe 


evening  sk 

The  program  will  begin  at  the 
Staten  Island  Zoo  where  kids  will 
enjoy  portable  planetarium'fun,  a 
live  animal  demc^traJiCn  and  a 
brief  discussioj^on4Birdo!rigra- 
tion.   You  muskjMovide  your  own 
transportatior^WGlTeat  Kills  Park 
for  the  second  half  of  the  pro- 
gram. A  fee  will  be  charged  by 
the  Zoo  for  their  portion  of  the 
program.   Call  the  Staten  Island 
Zoo  at  (718)  442-3101  to  register. 


Spring  Beauties 

w 


inter  passes  slowly,  full 
of  careful  plans  punctu- 
ated by  walks  in  the 
snow,  car  troubles,  and 
trips  to  stock  the  larder. 
I  check  the  tree  buds,  and  absently  prod 
at  the  snow  for  a  brief  glimpse  of  next 
year's  landscape,  still  tightly  bound 
below.  Even  this  slight  effort  establishes 
time's  course  through  winter.  Summer 
bears  the  same  gravity.  The  tired  hard 
green  leaves  of  August  mark  a  time  when 
change  is  subtle,  almost  unobservable, 
and  when  the  prospects  of  a  walk  in  the 
heat  requires  serious  consideration.   Like 
winter,  summer's  timeline  seems  long  and 
gradual,  beautiful  but  subtle.  A  lot  takes 
place  beneath  the  surface. 

By  contrast  spring  is  all  haste,  it 
leaves  behind  a  shimmering  trail  of 
beauties;  migrant  birds  and  their 
courtships,  the  unfurling  buds  of  sas- 
safras trees,  spring  peepers,  woodcocks 
and  flowers.  My  eyes  snap  them  up 
greedily,  deprived  for  the  last  six  months. 
There  are  some  years  when  spring 


seems  laughably  fragile,  its  soft  leaves 
blooming  into  frost.  Other  years,  spring 
seems  mysteriously  advanced  as  if  racing 
to  be  summer.   Spring  is  temperamental 
and  unpredictable,  sometimes  obvious, 
always  exciting. 

A  walk  through  spring  for  all  its 
beauty  is  a  walk  through  the  moment. 
Week  to  week,  even  day  to  day,  time 
twines  unpredictably  through  spring. 
That  day,  those  flowers,  this  warbler,  are 
all  brilliant,  but  irretrievable.   By  June  it  is 
hard  for  me  to  recall  just  how  the  season 
advanced.  As  if  to  throw  an  anchor  out 
into  the  heart  of  it,  I  scribble  notes,  make 
quick  field  sketches,  date  them.   I  begin 
to  watch  the  flowers. 

Early  spring  brings  out  the  blooms  on 
woody  plants  especially.  In  some  ways  it 
is  the  first  of  two  blooming  seasons.  It 
won't  be  more  than  a  few  months  until 
fields  of  daisies,  soapwort  and  goldenrod 
compete  with  shorebirds  for  my  atten- 
tions. For  now,  I  hunt  the  woodlands  for 
shad,  cherry  and  plum  which  blanket  the 
park  in  white  and  the  palest  pink  blooms. 


In  May, 
fra- 
grant 
beach 
roses 
conve- 
niently 
grow 

nose  high  along 
wildlife  refuge  and  Fort  Tilden 
trails.  Just  slightly  later,  seventy  five  feet 
high  in  Fort  Wadsworth's  ancient  tulip 
poplar,  passing  bees  stop  to  pollinate 
yellow-orange  "tulips"  three  inches  wide. 
It  seems  to  me  that  spring  is  best  mea- 
sured through  its  flowers. 

Gateway  is  fortunate  in  having  sever- 
al truly  spectacular  spring  flowerings. 
You  could  spend  every  week  from  April  to 
June  embracing  some  flower  or  other. 
Here  is  a  trail  of  spring  flowers,  the  mate- 
rial for  your  own  tale.  You  begin  with  a 
field  guide,  a  blank  book  and  a  pencil, 
and  transform  these  plants  into  old 
friends.  Soon  every  spring  will  return 
with  the  reassurance  of  more  to  come. 


FLOWER 

LOCATION 

TIME 

NOTES 

RED  MAPLE 

Acer  rubrum 

South  Garden, 

Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 

First  week 
of  April 

Small,  bright  red 
flowers  in  clusters. 

SHAD 

Amelanchier  canadensis 

Various  sites  at 
Sandy  Hook 

Third  week 
of  April 

Delicate,  light  pink  blooms. 

SALT  SPRAY  ROSE 

Rosa  rugosa 

-  West  Pond  trail, 
Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge 

-  Shore  Road,  Fort  Tilden 

Second  week 
of  May 

Magenta  or  white  blooms, 
nearly  3"  across. 

BEACH  PLUM 

Prunus  maritima 

Plum  Beach, 
Jamaica  Bay  District 

Second  week 
of  May 

Ball-like  shrub,  with  tightly-spaced, 
white  or  light  pink  flowers. 

TULIP  POPLAR 

Liriodendron  tulipifera 

Fort  Wadsworth, 
Staten  Island  Unit 

Third  week 
of  May 

One  1 50  year  old  tree. 

BLACK  CHERRY 

Prunus  serotina 

North  40  area  of 
Floyd  Bennett  Field 

Third  week 
of  May 

Pendant  spikes  of  white  flowers. 

NEW     JERSEY 


SANDY  HOOK  includes  six  miles 
of  ocean  beaches,  salt  marshes, 
the  waters  of  Sandy  Hook  Bay 
and  the  historic  sites  of  Fort 
Hancock. 

The  tip  of  the  Sandy  Hook 
peninsula  overlooks  the  entrance 
to  New  York  Harbor  and  is  the 
northern  point  along  the  New 
Jersey  Shore. 

Hiking,  fishing,  birding  and 
beach  combing  are  popular 
throughout  the  year.   The  park  is 
an  important  location  along  the 
Atlantic  Flyway  and  over  300 
species  of  birds  have  been  identi- 
fied here. 

Because  of  its  location,  Sandy 
Hook  has  played  a  major  role  in 
navigation  and  coastal  defense. 
The  Sandy  Hook  Lighthouse, 
America's  oldest  light,  has  guided 
ships  along  the  Jersey  Shore 
since  1764. 

In  1874,  the  first  U.S.  Army 
Proving  Ground  began  testing 
weapons  here  and  in  1895  Fort 
Hancock  was  established  as  part 
of  the  defenses  for  New  York 
harbor.   Today,  the  buildings  and 
fortifications  of  historic  Fort 

k  are  preserved  and  many 
■d  by  educational  and  envi- 
ronmental groups. 

During  the  summer,  life- 
guards are  on  duty  at  ocean 
beaches. 

The  park  is  open  daily  from 
sunrise  to  sunset. 


SANDY  HOOK  VISITOR  CENTER 

Daily,  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Features  exhibits  and  a  book- 
store.  Stop  at  this  former  1894 
U.S.  Life-Saving  Station  for  infor- 
mation on  how  best  to  see  the 
park.  The  one  mile  long  Old 
Dune  Trail  begins  nearby. 

HISTORIC  FORT  HANCOCK 

FORT  HANCOCK  MUSEUM 

Weekends,  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
The  museum  is  in  the  former  post 
guard-house.   It  contains  a  book- 
store, exhibits  and  dioramas 
about  Fort  Hancock.  The  1764 
Sandy  Hook  Lighthouse  is  nearby. 

HISTORY  HOUSE 

Weekends,  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
History  House  is  a  restored  1898 
lieutenants  residence  on  "Officers 
Row"  overlooking  Sandy  Hook 
Bay.   Exhibits  highlight  everyday 
life  at  Fort  Hancock.  The  build- 
ing is  staffed  by  volunteers. 

SANDY  HOOK  LIGHTHOUSE 

Grounds  open  daily 
Grounds  talks:  Weekends,  1  p.m. 
to  4  p.m.  beginning  Saturday, 
April    10 

The  Sandy  Hook  Lighthouse  has 
guided  ships  along  the  Jersey 
Shore  and  into  New  York  Harbor 
since  1764.  A  restoration  pro- 
gram for  the  Lighthouse  will 
begin  this  spring,  and  New  Jersey 
Lighthouse  Society  volunteers  will 
be  on  hand  on  the  weekends  to 
talk  about  the  Lighthouse  and 
restoration  program. 


FOR  RESERVATIONS  AND  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

CALL  (732)  872-5970 
FOR  EMERGENCIES  CALL  (732)  872-5900 

A  TDD/TYY  MACHINE  FOR  USE  BY  THE  HEARING  IMPAIRED 
IS  IN  OPERATION  FROM  10  A.M.  UNTIL  5  P.M. 

CALL  (732)  872-2256 


EDUCATION  PROGRAMS 

The  National  Park  Service  offers 
teacher  workshops  and  self-guided 
materials  for  educators  planning  a 
visit  with  their  class.   To  help  plan 
your  trip,  contact  the  Sandy  Hook 
Visitor  Center  at  732-872-5970. 

Two  park  partners  located  in  the  Fort 
Hancock  Historic  District  on  Sandy 
Hook  offer  environmental  education 
programs  for  all  ages.   To  learn  more 
about  these  guided  services  call  the 
New  Jersey  Marine  Science 
Consortium  at  (732)  872-1300  or 
Brookdale  Community  College  at 
(732)  872-2284. 


MARCH 


TEACHER  WORKSHOPS 

Sandy  Hook  Education  Center 
Wednesdays,  March  31  and  April  14 
9:30  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Teachers  and  group  leaders  planning 
a  visit  to  Sandy  Hook  are  invited  to  a 
one-day  workshop.   Topics  will  include 
Fort  Hancock,  the  Old  Dune  Trail  and 
beach  activities,  along  with  trip  plan- 
ning ideas.   Reservations  required. 
Call  (732)  872-5970. 

BATTERY  POTTER 

Saturday,  March  6  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Explore  the  oldest  gun  battery  on 
Sandy  Hook. 

GOING  BUNKERS 

Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater 
Sunday,  March  7  at  2  p.m. 

A  two-hour  tour  of  the  Sandy  Hook  for- 
tifications that  once  defended  New  York 
Harbor.  Bring  a  flashlight.  Reservations 
required. 

WOODCOCK  WALK 

Sandy  Hook  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  March  13  at  5:30  p.m. 

Take  an  evening  walk  with  a  New 
Jersey  Audubon  Society  naturalist  and 
search  for  Sandy  Hook's  nesting  shore- 
birds.   We  may  see  the  aerial  displays 
of  this  curious  "field  shorebird". 


BATTERY  POTTER 

Saturday,  March  20  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Explore  the  oldest  gun  battery  on 
Sandy  Hook. 


EQUINOX  NIGHT  WALK 

Guardian  Park 

Sunday,  March  21  at  7  p.m. 

Join  the  American  Littoral  Society  and 
the  National  Park  Service  on  this  two- 
mile  walk.  Bring  a  flashlight.   Exact 
locations  will  depend  on  the  weather. 
For  more  information  call 
(732)  291-0055. 

SANDY  HOOK  PROVING 
GROUND:  CLUES  IN  THE  SAND 

Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater 
Saturday,  March  27  at  2  p.m. 

Sandy  Hook  was  the  location  of  the 
U.S.  Army's  Proving  Ground  from 
1874  to  1919.    This  program  is  about 
the  role  of  this  weapons  testing  facili- 
ty.   Ordnance  shells  that  have  been 
uncovered  will  be  brought  out  for 
display. 


APRIL 


FORT  HANCOCK 
ARCHITECTURE  WALK 

Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater 
Saturday,  April  3  at  2  p.m. 

Tour  some  Fort  Hancock  buildings 
and  learn  about  their  architectural 
styles. 

EARLY  SPRING  BIRDING  4^1  ^ 

Sandy  Hook  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  10  at  9  a.m. 

Walk  with  a  New  Jersey  Audubon 
Society  naturalist  along  Spermaceti 
Cove  in  search  of  spring  migrants 
like  ospreys,  waterfowl,  tree  swallows 
and  phoebes. 

SPRING  MIGRANTS 
BIRD  WALK 

Sandy  Hook  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  April  17  at  9  a.m. 

A  Monmouth  County  Audubon 
Society  led  walk  looking  for  the  first 
signs  of  the  spring  season. 

BATTERY  POTTER 

Saturday,  April  17  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Explore  the  oldest  gun  battery  on 
Sandy  Hook. 


SALT  MARSH  WALK 

Sandy  Hook  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  April  18  at  2  p.m. 

A  ranger-led  program  exploring  a 
wetland  salt  marsh  along  Sandy 
Hook  Bay. 

CLEAN  OCEAN  ACTION 
BEACH  SWEEP 

Beach  Parking  Area  E 
Saturday,  April  24  at  9  a.m. 
(Rain  date  is  Sunday,  April  25) 

Individuals  and  groups  are  invited  to 
join  Clean  Ocean  Action  in  the 
annual  spring  clean-up  of  Sandy 
Hook  beaches.    Bring  gloves  and 
plan  to  spend  the  morning  helping 
prepare  the  Jersey  Shore  for  the  new 
season.    Call  732-872-01  1 1  for 
group  registration  or  more 
information. 

BATTERY  POTTER 

Saturday,  April  24  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Explore  the  oldest  gun  battery  on 
Sandy  Hook. 

THUNDER  ON  THE  BEACH  ^j 

Sandy  Hook  Auditorium 
Sunday,  April  25  at  2  p.m. 

From  the  1 874  until  World  War  I  the 
U.S.  Army  tested  and  developed  its 
new  weapons  at  the  Sandy  Hook 
Proving  Ground.    After  a  slide  show, 
there  will  be  a  visit  to  North  Beach  to 
visit  the  remnants  of  the  historic 
proving  grounds. 


MAY 


BATTERY  POTTER 

Saturday,  May  1  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Explore  the  oldest  gun  battery  on 


t^^^l 


Sandy  Hook. 

ANTIQUE  CAR  SHOW 

Beach  Parking  Area  D 
Sunday,  May  2  from  10  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  (Rain  date:  May  9) 

Antique  and  classic  cars  are  featured 
at  this  annual  event  sponsored  by 
H.S.  Concessions.  For  information 
call  (732)  872-0025. 


MAY  MIGRATION 

Sandy  Hook  Visitor  Center 
Saturday,  May  8  at  9  a.m. 

A  walk  by  a  New  Jersey  Audubon 
Society  naturalist  during  one  of  the 
busiest  months  for  spring  migrants. 

HOLLY  FOREST  RAMBLE 

Sandy  Hook  Visitor  Center 
Sunday,  May  9  at  2  p.m. 

A  walk  through  Sandy  Hook's  64 
acre  maritime  holly  forest. 

BATTERY  POTTER 

Saturday,  May  15  from 
1  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Explore  the  oldest  gun  battery  on 
Sandy  Hook. 

DECK  TO  DECK: 

THE  HOOK  FROM  NORTH 

TO  NORTHEAST 

North  Beach  Observation  Deck 
Sunday,  May  16  at  2  p.m. 

From  the  North  Beach  Observation 
Deck,  view  the  surrounding  area  and 
then  walk  to  discover  the  different 
ways  Sandy  Hook's  environment  was 
beneficial  to  its  natural  and  human 
inhabitants. 

FORT  HANCOCK 
ARCHITECTURE  WALK 

Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater 
Saturday,  May  22  at  2  p.m. 

Tour  some  Fort  Hancock 
buildings  and  learn  about  their 
architectural  styles. 


Sandy  Hook 

is  a  carry-in,  carry-out 

park.   Trash  cans  and 

recycle  barrels 

are  not  provided. 

Please  take  your  refuse 

home  with  you. 


THEATER  ON  SANDY  HOOK 


The  1933  Fort  Hancock  Post 
Theater  was  a  movie  house. 
Today  it  is  home  to  live  theater 
and  managed  by  the  Sandy 
Hook  Foundation  with  assis- 
tance from  the  Henry  Hudson 
Theater  Management  Group. 
Proceeds  help  to  restore  the  the 
ater.   Call  (732)  291-7733  for 
show  and  ticket  information. 

ARSENIC  AND  OLD  LACE 
FORT  HANCOCK  POST 
THEATER 

Fridays  &  Saturdays, 
April  16  &  17  and  23  &  24 
at  7:30  p.m. 

Sundays,  April  18  and  25 
at  2  p.m 

A  Broadway  classic  comedy  about 
two  sweet  elderly  sisters  who  poi- 
son lonely  old  men  as  an  act  of 
charity,  and  then  bury  them  in 
their  basement.   Produced  and 
performed  by  students  of  the 
Henry  Hudson  Regional  School. 


THE  ELECTRIC 
SUNSHINE  MAN 

Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  May  5,  6  and  7 
(Tentative  show  times:  10  a.m. 
and  12  noon  —call  to  verify.) 
Saturday,  May  8  at  2  p.m. 
This  up-beat  musical  about  the  life 
and  inventions  of  Thomas  Edison  is 
especially  suitable  for  young  audi- 
ences. Produced  and  performed 
by  students  of  the  Henry  Hudson 
Regional  School. 

S.H.A.R.E.    (SANDY  HOOK 
ARTS  RESTORATION  AND 
EDUCATION)  TALENT  SHOW 

Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater 
Saturday,  May  22  at  7:30  p.m. 
Sunday,  May  23  at  2  p.m. 

This  annual  talent  show  is  pro- 
duced and  performed  by  stu- 
dents of  the  Henry  Hudson 
Regional  School  to  benefit  the 
Fort  Hancock  Post  Theater. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  HOOK 
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Lou  Venuto 
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isitors  coming  to  Fort  Hancock 
this  spring  will  notice  some- 
thing different  about  its 
appearance.  The  fort's  build- 
being  re-painted  in  a  distinc- 
)rically  accurate,  color  pack- 
der  the  new  color  scheme, 
ts  and  Officers  Rows,  the 
Men's  Barracks  and  the  Mess 
1  being  painted  in  a  two-color 
tion  of  teal  blue  and  creamy 
lost  other  buildings  in  the 


imy 

: 


The  new  colors  take  the  place  of 

=irk  nrppn"  thflt  w,=t<5  lntrndnr^H 


>rs  "original"?  Yes 


and  no.     Recent  paint  samples  show 
that  when  the  first  Fort  Hancock  build- 
ings were  erected  in  the  1 890s,  they 
were  painted  buff.   In  the  years  that 
followed  the  colors  evolved  through  to 
a  variety  of  shades  of  white,  tan,  buff 
and  gray. 

What  proved  to  be  the  last  of  the 
new  permanent  buildings  were  con- 
structed in  the  1930s.  These  include 
the  theater,  gymnasium,  some  officer's 
homes  and  the  chapel.  Around  the 
same  time,  the  other  older  buildings 
on  post  were  repainted  to  a  common 
color  scheme  of  teal  and  white.   It  is 
that  color  scheme  that  is  being  reintro- 
duced today. 

The  repainting  project  is  expected 
to  last  approximately  two  years. 
When  complete,  the  fort  should  more 
•  esemble  its  pre-World  War  II 

tarance. 


NEW  YORK'S  50  BEST  PLACES 
TO  GO  BIRDING  IN  AND 
AROUND  THE  BIG  APPLE 


NEW   YORK'S 
."»<>  BEST 


Placca  to 

Oo  Hireling 

In  .mil  Around 

the  Bid  Apple 


^ 


A  comprehensive  birding 

guide  for  the  metro  area 

that  includes  all  the  units 

of  Gateway.  The  guide  is 

available  for  sale  at 

Gateway's  Eastern 

National  bookstores. 


Serving  America's  National  Parks 
and  Other  Public  Trusts 


Eastern  National,  a 
nonprofit  partner  of  the 

National  Park  Service, 

operates  stores  at  Sandy 

Hook,  Fort  Wadsworth 

and  the  Jamaica  Bay 

Wildlife  Refuge. 
Visitors  may  purchase 

educational  books, 

guides  and  other  items 

that  relate  to  national 

park  sites.  Purchases 

made  at  Eastern 
National  stores  help 

to  support 
Gateway  programs. 


GATEWAY 
COMPANION 


GATEWAY 

VJ     .  7    Itfilor?.  I  omtxvwm 

■■ 

_ik§_ 

A  visitors  guide  to  the  park, 

"Gateway:  A  Visitor's 

Companion,"  is  available  for 

purchase  in  all  of  the  park's 

Eastern  National  stores. 

The  guide  offers  an  overview 
of  the  park's  natural  and  cul- 
tural resources,  along  with  a 
brief  discussion  of  Gateway's 
twenty  five  year  history. 


JAMAICA  BAY 


GATEWAY  SPORTS  CENTER 

Open  all  year 

(some  services  seasonal) 

Golf  driving  range,  tennis  courts, 
baseball  batting  cages,  miniature  golf, 
pro  shop;  tennis  and  golf  lessons. 
Located  at  3200  Flatbush  Avenue 
(across  from  Floyd  Bennett  Field) 
Brooklyn,  NY.   Call  (718)  253-6816  or 
253-7106  for  additional  information. 

ABBRACCIAMENTO- 
ON-THE-PIER 

Open  all  year 

Full  service  restaurant  and  summer 
snack  stand  on  Canarsie  Pier;  2200 
Rockaway  Parkway  (Belt  Parkway 
exit  13)  Brooklyn,  NY. 
Call  (718)  251-5517. 

JAMAICA  BAY  RIDING 
ACADEMY 

Open  all  year 

Guided  trail  rides,  riding  lessons,  tack 
shop,  boarding  stalls,  snack  bar,  sum- 
mer camp  and  children's  birthday  par- 
ties. Located  at  Bergen  Beach,  7000 
Shore  Parkway  (between  exits 
1 1  and  1 3  on  the  eastbound  Belt 
Parkway)  Brooklyn,  NY. 
Call  (718)  531-8949. 

COMMERCIAL  FOOD  SERVICES 

Open  Memorial  Day 
through  Labor  Day 

Boardwalk  snack  bar  stands. 
Jacob  Pais  Park,  Queens,  NY. 

Call  (718)634-3433. 

YE  OLDE  SUN  SHACK 

Open  Memorial  Day 
through  Labor  Day 

Boardwalk  merchandise  sales, 
beach  umbrella  and  chair  rentals. 
Jacob  Riis  Park,  Queens,  NY. 

Call  (718)  474-4900. 

BEVERLY  PARKING 

Open  Memorial  Day 
through  Labor  Day 

A  parking  lot  service  for  Riis  Park 
visitors;  located  directly  across  from  the 
bathhouse.  Jacob  Riis  Park,  Queens,  NY. 

Call  (718)  474-7167. 


RIIS  PARK  PITCH  AND 
PUTT  GOLF  COURSE 

Open  April  through  November 

1 8  hole  executive  golf  course,  club 
rentals  and  golf  ball  sales. 
Jacob  Riis  Park,  Queens,  NY 
Call  (718)  474-1623  or  253-6816. 

MARINAS  OF  THE  FUTURE  II 

Slips,  moorings,  transient  dockage 
and  repairs.  Located  at  3620  Flatbush 
Avenue  (across  from  Floyd  Bennett 
Field)  Brooklyn,  NY. 
Call  (718)  252-8761. 


STATEN  ISLAND 


JOHN  MAGGI 

Operates  all  year 

Roving  mobile  food  and 
beverage  trucks  at  Miller  Field 
and  at  Great  Kills  Park.  Aso 
operates  a  summer  snack  stand  at 
the  Great  Kills  Beach  Center. 
Call  (718)  987-1 196 

NICHOLS  GREAT  KILLS 
PARK  MARINA 

Open  all  year 

Slips  and  rack  rentals,  dinghy  tie-up, 
transient  docks  and  chandlery. 
Located  at  Crooke's  Point  in  Great 
Kills  Park,  Staten  Island,  NY. 
Call  (718)  351-8476 


SANDY  HOOK 


H.S.  CONCESSIONS 

Call  (732)  872-0025 

Restaurant  — April  thru  October. 

Seagull's  Nest  open  deck 
restaurant  at  beach  center 
parking  area  D. 

Beach  services  — 

Memorial  Day  thru  Labor  Day. 

Food,  drinks,  beach  supplies, 
umbrella  and  chair  rentals  at 
Beach  Areas  B,C,D,&E,  as  well  as 
Gunnison  and  North  Beach. 
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